
T h e  V i s i t o r  

December 2019 

Cultivating believers, 
disciples, and servants to 

transform  
our community and 
world for Christ. 

Christmas Post Office 

Sundays, December 1 - 22 in the church narthex. In 
lieu of paying postage through the USPS, church fami-
lies are encouraged to bring their Christmas cards 
destined for other families in the church and give 
them to the “Missions Post Office.” As participants 
drop off their Christmas cards we ask for a donation 
of at least the amount of postage. All proceeds will go 
to our ministry partnership with the “Kicks for Kids” 
program through the Loudon County Schools Family 
Resource Center. This program helps provide under-
privileged children with new shoes for the cold winter 
months. Church families are encouraged to pick up 
their cards on the Sundays during Advent.  

Foster Care Angel Tree 

Each year Department of Chil-
dren Services (DCS) strains to 
provide every foster child a 
gift for Christmas. You can 
help ensure that every foster 

child in our surrounding counties has a 
wonderful Christmas. Stop by the tree in 
the café area to sponsor a child or to get 
more information. 

The Annual Cap, Sock, & Mitten Collection 

Please drop off new items at the church wishing 
well located under the grand staircase or foyer 
trees at the Chota Rec and Wellness Centers from 
November 18 to December 19. 



Emergency Assistance Teams (EATs) provides a meal to our First Responders 
 
Saturday, November 16th, marked an important event in the life of EATs.  A group of volunteers prepared and 
served a hot meal to approximately 40 First Responders from various organizations within Loudon County during 
a marine rescue exercise at Clear Creek Boat Ramp. This effort validated the EATs Planning Team’s concept of 
operations and we are now ready to provide support in a real emergency event. 
 
EATs is an organization sponsored by CCTV that is designed to provide food and drinks to first responders in/
around Loudon county at the site of an emergency.  This fills a need that is currently unmet in our county.   
 
Being on the EATs roster is easy!  Send an email to eats@tellicochurch.org to say you would like to be on the list.  
When EATs is asked to support our first responders you will receive an email that takes you to the website where 
you can sign up for short 3 hour shifts at the church preparing food or at the site serving the meal.  

mailto:eats@tellicochurch.org


 
Your Neighbors in the Pew - Bob and Kathy Kutschera 
by Julie A. Best 
 
Bob and Kathy Kutschera are folks with a positive outlook on life. It only took a 
few minutes of conversation with them about their life history to determine that. 

Kathy grew up in Connecticut. Her father worked for Connecticut Light and Power 
- so you must live in the state. Kathy chose banking as a career. She began as a 
teller and worked through the ranks to upper management positions. For a num-
ber of years, she served as a change agent - when there was a problem, or im-
provements were needed, she was sent in to fix it - create a central Call centers 

for the bank, turn around the worst performing 11 branches, and return the bank card center to profitability. But 
things change and the bank sold off the assets; everyone was out of a job. And, this resulted in pink slip number 
one for Kathy. 

Bob was born in Queens, NY. When he was 5, his parents moved to West Hartford, CT. His father worked for Aus-
tin Organ Company. His father built, maintained, and voiced organ pipes. Bob says, “My father was a wonderful 
organist - he sounded like Fred Pogue.” Bob graduated from Northern Michigan University, and was drafted into 
the Army in 1968. Bob served as a Chaplains Assistant at the US Confinement Facility – Coleman Barracks in 
Mannheim, Germany. In addition to helping with Sunday services, he ran the gym in the evenings for the inmates. 
Bob says, “Basically, we served as a liaison between the prisoners and their families.” Bob took his discharge in 
Europe and spent three months backpacking across Europe. Upon completion of his military obligation, Bob went 
to work for Texaco in 1972, and retired from Shell Oil Company in 1999. 

Bob was active in the Congregational Church in Glastonbury, CT. He helped start a singles group, and that’s where 
he and Kathy met. After getting that pink slip, she had seven months pay continuance. During that time, she tried 
new things; one of those interests was the singles group at the Congregational Church where Bob attended.  

Bob and Kathy married, Kathy got another financial services job which eventually led to the second pink slip. 
Kathy says, “People look at pink slips as a bad situation. I did not. It was an opportunity to re-evaluate. Both times 
I made lemonade.” With the first pink slip, Kathy met Bob; with the second one, they went out to celebrate, 
bought books about retirement possibilities, and low and behold, they found Tellico Village. 

Bob and Kathy are active in the Village. They both work(ed) hard for the POA/HOA. Kathy organized trips to 66 
shows in 9 years for the HOA and Bob initiates and leads tours for the computer club. He also does tours for the 
POA marketing group. Kathy has been involved with the Clowns for 15 years and in charge of the group for 10 
years. 

Both Bob and Kathy have been active members of our church for many years. You will find Bob working around 
our church performing various volunteer tasks. Kathy was an active Stephen Minister for a number of years and 
currently is a leader in the Women’s Ministry. They say, “We have enjoyed a blessed life. We live by several 
mottos - work hard; play hard. MIM - make it memorable. Give back.” Both Kathy and Bob have sons by previous 
marriages. Bob says, “Both boys are doing well - we feel so blessed.” And, Kathy says, “My son, and daughter-in-
law, have two girls who love coming to Tellico Village. Bob’s son and his wife have cats, and that is great, too.” 

After talking with Bob and Kathy, I am reminded once again of the power of positive attitudes. It is obvious that 
Bob and Kathy have fulfilled the ideals of their life mottos. We often pray that the Lord will bless us, so that we, in 
turn, can be a blessing to others. Bob and Kathy, you have been a blessing to our church. We thank you for bless-
ing us with your skills, abilities, and willingness to serve. 



Lunch Bunch 
December 17 

12:00-1:00 
Fellowship Hall 

Please RSVP with Marsha Franklin, 423-884-2902. 

Angels Among Us 
By Jeannine Wolf 

I love decorating for the holidays! Christmas and Easter are my favorites. No matter what the 
holiday is, I decorate! However, for those who are struggling with grief or heavy burdens, the 

holidays are not joyous and are not only depressing, but also add more stress and worries. On December 12 
at 6pm in the Founders Chapel, there will be a special service for those who have lost loved ones and friends. 
This Hope and Remembrance service is especially designed for those who are grieving and will provide com-
fort and hope for all. 

Even though this service may help, sometimes we need more support. I find the song “Angels Among Us” by 

Alabama is one of my favorite songs. Even though it really is not a Christmas song per se, it seems I am 

drawn to it during the Christmas season. This song describes someone who is struggling, shows how people 

come into our lives to help ease the burdens we are bearing, and calls them our angels. 

“Oh, I believe there are Angels Among Us, 
Sent down to us from somewhere up above. 

They come to you and me in our darkest hours 

To show us how to live 

To teach us how to give 
To guide us with a light of love. 

If you need a special angel during this time or anytime, a Stephen Minister can help. They can help support 
you as you journey through this dark and difficult time. A Stephen Minister will walk with you on this trial 
showing you care and compassion, giving you a sounding board and always showing you the love of Christ. 
Yes, Jesus does send angels. He does it all year round, not just at Christmas, and always when we need them 
the most. Call a Stephen Minister leader today: Jane Elliott: 865-458-3604 or Carolyn Page: 865-414-5559 

PASTORAL VISITS AND CARE 
If you are unable to attend worship but 
would like a visit from a pastor please let 
the church office know! We are happy to 
coordinate a pastoral visit and/or a visit 
with communion. Please call the main 
church number 865-458-1516 or send an 
email to Pat at pao@tellicochurch.org. 

Hope and Remembrance Service 

Thursday, December 12 

6:00 p.m. 

Founders Chapel 

You Are Invited 
The Mills/Autry Wedding 

Saturday, December 14, 2019 
3:00 pm 

Peggy Mills and Jim Autry are planning a 
wedding ceremony in the main sanctuary 
of our Community Church. Cake and 
punch will follow in the Fellowship Hall. 

Anyone who would like to celebrate with them and join 
them in their special day is welcome to attend. No gifts 
please. Be sure and put December 14 on your calendar! 
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Helping Hands with Hygiene Program through the Family Resource Center for Loudon County Schools. New items include: 
body wash, bar soap, shampoo and conditioner (or combined), deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, bath scrubbies, skin lotion, 
hair styling products. 

Items may be dropped off at the wishing well located under the grand staircase. 

Box Tops for Education 
Cellphones 
Eyeglasses 
Hearing Aids 
Ink Cartridges 

Pill Bottles (ORANGE, clean, labels removed) 
Postage Stamps- canceled (leave 1/4” edge) 
Pull Tabs 
Toiletry Items (new/any size) 
Water Bottle Caps (clear, white, blue, green) 

Care and Share Ongoing Collections 

Many, many 'thank yous’ to everyone who brought flowers, goodies to eat & enjoy, wrote notes & 
emails, sent cards and offered prayers for Jon’s speedy recovery from major back surgery. We are 
both grateful to all of you for your care and concern. It’s a long road back to good health, but with so 
much support and prayers, he’ll get there. Thank you again. Jan & Jon Martin 
 
Thanks so much for the beautiful prayer shawl. We love it and are grateful for your kindness and prayers.  

Love and God bless, Pennie & Bob 

CRAFTERS 
The Crafters thank all the workers, bakers and shoppers 
who helped make the Fall Craft Sale such a success. 
Thanks to your contributions of time, talent and treas-
ures, the Crafters took in $15,564 at the recent sale. Pro-
ceeds from this sale and the spring sale will result in the 
distribution of  $26,400  to local organizations and chari-
ties in Loudon and Monroe counties. 

Church Library 
We now have a wonderfully organized library thanks to 
Ken & Diane Ray. It is open during church office hours 
and located in the Puckett building. THANK YOU!! 

Christmas Eve Offering 

This year’s offering will benefit the 
Loudon County Habitat for Humanity. 
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FIRST FRUITS 2020 TRAILS THROUGH TELLICO UPDATE 
 
Did you know… 
That the first online pledge was made on Sunday, October 13th at 8:54 a.m. – the first day the online pledging 
feature was available?   
 

That to date we have processed 175 online pledges – 39% of the 447 pledges received to date? 
 

That we have processed 447 pledges – 77% of the 579 on the Trails list? 
 

That with 7 Trails books still outstanding you have pledged $1,373,752 – 91% of the $1,510,420 goal? 
 

In years past we were unable to provide you with timely information on the Trails Through Tellico stewardship 
campaign. With the expanded use of the Shelby Giving System (online pledging) we were able to start processing 
your pledges earlier in the campaign. This not only enabled us to enter the data earlier, but helped smooth out 
our workflow so that we were not overwhelmed when all of the Trails books came in. 
 

One other statistic that you should know is that we have already received 2020 pledge payments in the amount 
of $94,387. By prepaying your pledge we are able to hold those funds in reserve until they are needed to fund 
cash flow fluctuations.       
 

As accountants are prone to 
say – the “bottom line” is that 
BECAUSE OF YOU we can look 
forward to the New Year with 
excitement!  
Thank you for your commit-
ment and generosity and … 
Merry Christmas from your 
Finance Team! 

From left:  Sally McMahan, Jim Fella, Ken Wood, Don 
Lucas, Shauna Oden, Bonnie Ingraham, Howard Higby, 
Jim Swift and Dave Brunson. 

Finance Facts 
Year-to-Date as of October 31, 2019 

 

Income   $ 1,534,338.53 
Expenses (incl. mortgage principal) $ 1,498,334.70 
Mortgage balance  $ 3,034,097.56 
Endowment fund  $    209,115.25 

Who Are You? 

Accounting received a stock gift on October 
31, 2019 with no donor information. If you 
recently transferred stock to CCTV, please 
let Accounting know so that our records 
can properly reflect your giving (865-458-
1516). 



Gary Argo 
Bill & Shauna Oden 
Bob & Sue Brackenridge 
Nancy Barrett 

Jerry Campbell 
Jim & Jan Elliott 
Larry & Nancy Bollinger 
Wes & Mary McNeal 
Javiar & Adres Ibarluzea 

Sherry Kyker 
Ron & Betty Moore 
Bob & Sandy Ball 
Ted & Judy Valentini 
Jim & Charlene Barton 
John & Nancy Leindecker 

Barbara Sanders 
Bill & Peggy Crowder 

Jim Selmo 
Jim & Charlene Barton 

Memorial Gifts Remembering... 

Joe Tedesco Shauna Oden David  
Brunson 

Ann Smith Lynne  
MacConnell 

Jim Swift Brock Benn 

Council Chair Joe Tedesco 563.726.1954 joetedesco77@yahoo.com 

Council Vice Chair Shauna Oden 865.458.2905 shauna540@outlook.com 

Treasurer & Finance Team Leader Shauna Oden 865.458.2905 shauna540@outlook.com 

Corporate Secretary & Trustee Leader David Brunson 865.458.5643 dlbru2@msn.com 

Worship & Music Team Leader Ann Smith 865.384.9829 snana@charter.net 

Discipleship & Nurture Team Leader Jim Swift 865.657.9012 jdswift@charter.net 

Congregational Care Team Leader Lynne MacConnell 865.657.9988 lynneandlen443@gmail.com 

Ministry Partnership Team Leader Brock Benn 865.771.2097 bennfun@gmail.com 

Community/World Engagement Scott Duncan 860.966.3622 sduncan37774@gmail.com 

2019 Council Voting Members 

Scott Duncan 

Medical Closet Ministry 

Our short term loan equipment is now located in 
the Burke building and available to sign out. 
Walkers, wheelchairs, shower chairs and several 
other medical items are available. 

KITCHEN MINISTRY 

Thank you for helping with the November Spaghetti 
Dinner. Our next dinner will be January 16. I wish you 
all a great holiday season. 

Blessings, 
Nadine Mazienis, Your Krazy Kitchen Coordinator 

Church Calendar 
As the activities in our church increase our calendar 

often changes weekly. Members may now see an 
up to date calendar at our church website: 

tellicochurch.com/events 

Columbarium Niches 

Double niches are currently available at 
a cost of $3,000. The cost of niches will 
increase to $4,000 beginning January 1, 
2020. Single niches will increase to 
$3,000. 

If you are interested in purchasing a 
niche or wish additional information, 
please see Pat Ouderkirk in the church 
office. 

Christmas Decoration Dedications are $10 each. Envelopes 
are in the pews. Designate your dedication on the front of the 
envelope and place in the offering plate. 

http://www.tellicochurch.com/events


More About Our Church 

Spiritual Support 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Monday 7 p.m.,  
Women every Friday 11:30 a.m., lower CLC 

Alzheimer Caregivers Support Group 
1st Tuesday of month at 3 p.m., Puckett Building 

Caregiver’s Support Group 
2nd Tuesday of month at 1 p.m., Puckett Building 

Grief Support Group 
Bob Kryter or Marce Strickland - 865.458.8038  

Guy to Guy 
Chuck Hitch - 865.408.2531 

Hospitalization Support 
Call the church office - 865.458.1516 

Parkinson’s Support Group 

1st Thursday of month at 1:30 p.m., lower CLC 

Pastoral Counseling 
Pastor Steve Prevatte - 865.458.1516 

Prayer Chain 
Jan Elliott - 865.458.3604 or jjelliott1923@gmail 

Prayer Shawls—Knitters & Crocheters 
2nd Monday, 11 a.m., Puckett Building 
Jan Martin - 865.458.0755 

Stephen Ministry 
Jan - 865.458.3604 / Carolyn - 865.414.5559 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Last Wednesday of month at 9 a.m., Puckett Building,  
Sandy VerVelde - 865.458.0687 

Children Ministries 

Children’s Sunday School at 9:00 in Room 2A. 

Nursery Care is provided during the Sunday Services. 

General Information 

Worship Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 

Want to Explore Membership? Please call the church office for details if you are interested. You may inquire about member-
ship and other spiritual matters.  

Tellico Joe Café serves fresh hot coffee and donuts to guests and church members. Café hours are 9:00 a.m. to noon on Sun-
days in the narthex café with additional seating in the fellowship hall. 

Televised services are available on YouTube. Find the link at www.tellicochurch.com.  

Find us on Facebook:  facebook.com/tellicochurch 

Staff emails 
Senior Pastor Steve Prevatte - steve@tellicochurch.org 
Pastor Devin Phillips - devin@tellicochurch.org 
Pastor John Orr - john@tellicochurch.org 
Pastor Jennifer Rutter - jennifer@tellicochurch.org 
Pastoral Resident Emily Collins - emily@tellicochurch.org 
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Marty Singley - marty.singley@gmail.com 
Office Manager Pat Ouderkirk - pao@tellicochurch.org  
Director of Media Ministries Mark Powell - mark@tellicochurch.org  
Accountant Sally McMahan - accounting@tellicochurch.org 
Receptionist Candy Smith - candy@tellcochurch.org  
Facilities Coordinator Jeff McDaniel - jmcdaniel@tellicochurch.org  
Kitchen Coordinator Nadine Mazienis - kitchen@tellicochurch.org  

130 Chota Center, Loudon, TN. 37774 
General email – mail@tellicochurch.org  
Website – tellicochurch.com  
Facebook – facebook.com/tellicochurch 
Phone – 865.458.1516 / fax 865.458.1548 

Please help us stay current! 
If you have changed your address, phone number, or 
email address and have not yet notified the church 
office, we request that you do so. Thank You! 

Did You Know: Bus transportation is available for the 
10:15 service from anywhere in the village. If you wish 
to ride the bus, please call the church office by Friday of 
the week you wish to use the transportation. 

Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday 9:00-4:00 

http://www.facebook.com/tellicochurch

