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Cultivating believers, 
disciples, and servants to 

transform  
our community and 
world for Christ. 

Singer/songwriter Lauren Daigle has out a song entitled, “Trust In You.”  I was 
introduced to it recently by a friend who was sick and going through a difficult 
stretch in her life.  The song addresses the peaks and valleys that inevitably 
come with life.  I recommend you give it a listen.  If you do, you’ll be glad you 
did.  One verse, I found particularly meaningful goes, “Truth is, you (God) know 
what tomorrow brings.  There’s not a day ahead you have not seen.  So, let all 
things be….my life, my breath.  I want what you want Lord…and nothing less.”    
 

Reflecting back on 2019 we, as a church family, have so very much to be thankful for.  This past year we experienced 
new missions and ministries that began including our Pastoral Residency Program.  This exciting program will bless 
our congregation, and God’s Kingdom, in immeasurable ways for years to come.  Our first ever Resident, Rev. Emily 
Collins, has already blessed our congregation with her insights and pastoral presence on our staff.  Undoubtedly, we 
look forward to continuing to learn and grow with her during her time with us.  Additionally, our Community Groups 
ministry began this past fall.  I personally love my Community Group and would encourage you to join one if you 
haven’t already done so!  Of course, we were blessed with the start of our Associate Pastor, Rev. Jennifer Rutter.  
We have all been blessed by her individually, as well as, with her leadership in the pulpit.  Last but not least, we wel-
comed eighty-three new members into our church family.  I encourage you to make every effort to get to know 
these folks as you have opportunities to do so.  
 

These are just a few of the highlights of this past year and we look forward to celebrating them all this coming Sun-
day at our Annual Meeting and Celebration.  As we look forward to this new year (and new decade) we do so with a 
great deal of excitement.  In the words of Lauren Daigle God, “knows what tomorrow brings.  There’s not a day 
ahead you have not seen.”    
 

Psalm 62:8 says, “Trust God at all times, pour out your hearts to him, for God is our refuge.”  I am convinced that God 
has glorious plans for us this year.  It is simply up to us to listen and discern God’s leadership in our lives!  May God 
bless us as we move forward in 2020!   
Blessings,  
Pastor Steve 



Stephen Ministry 

In 1974, a young Lutheran Pastor by the name of Kenneth Haugk found himself overwhelmed by the 
pastoral care workload among the people of his congregation. There were so many needs, but so 
little time. 

To find an answer to this dilemma, Ken gathered a small group of people in his own congregation, and began to 
equip them to assist in caring for others. The new ministry worked so well that parishioners felt it was something 
that should be shared with others. Over the next couple of years, 25 other churches in the St. Louis area had the 
training program. It was called The Stephen Ministry in reference to Stephen, the first Christian martyr. Stephen, you 
will remember, was a layperson, called and trained to help the Apostles care for members of the young Christian 
church. 

By 1979, there were 45 congregations enrolled in this new ministry. Heralded as a very effective way of empowering 
laypeople for ministry, and of effectively caring for people during important times in their lives, the program caught 
on. Today, Stephen Ministry is an endorsed ministry of every major denomination. Now there are more than 12,000 
Stephen Ministry churches worldwide, and more than 600,000 commissioned Stephen Ministers. 

The Community Church at Tellico Village began the program in 1997, and on Sunday, January 19, 2020, we commis-
sioned our fourteenth class of Stephen Ministers. Since early last Fall, six church members have undergone 50 hours 
of training to learn the distinctively Christian caring skills of this important ministry. These persons joined the 102 
members of our church – past and present - who have received commissioning as Stephen Ministers. Some have 
now completed their terms of service, while others continue to be active.  

Stephen Ministers are not pastors or counselors. They are caring Christian friends who have devoted themselves to 
learning how to be good listeners, how to provide effective support to people going through difficult times, and how 
to apply Christian resources to human situations. In short, they are loving, Christian caregivers. 

If you are in need of loving, Christian care, you can contact one of our Stephen Leaders or pastors: 

Jan Elliott at 865.458.3604; Carolyn Page at 865.414.5559, or Pastors Steve and Devin at 865.458.1516. 

Jesus Hugs 
By Jeannine Wolf 
 

February is always a difficult month for me. Life changing events for me have occurred in this month more often 
than other months of the year, or at least I perceive it that way. Some of them are good events and others have 
been very difficult and challenging. 
 

Sometimes I wonder if the weather plays a role in this perception. It is cold, dreary, rainy and snowy more often 
than warm and sunny. The trees and flowers remain dormant, with no leaves or blooms. It looks dead outside. 
 

I remember one particular February when life was very difficult. I was a child, but someone in my life took notice; it 
was Granny Massey. Granny Massey was not my Grandmother; she was my cousin’s Grandmother. My cousins and 
I shared the same maternal grandmother, but we had different paternal grandmothers. But this was not an issue 
with Granny Massey. She saw herself as everyone’s Granny and no one gave a hug quite like her. She would totally 
embrace you and then rock you from side to side while laughing, smiling and telling you how much you were loved. 
All her grandchildren and anyone else who received a “Granny Hug” still remember her fondly. 
 

Although we have not had the privilege to meet and see Jesus in person as the first Christians did. We do have the 
Holy Spirit within us to help us to know Him and to interpret our innermost feelings for God to help Him truly guide 
us. However, in difficult times in our life, we cannot see the Holy Spirit working for us. Sometimes we just need a 
physical connection to let us know God and Jesus are still there. That is where, “Jesus Hugs” come in. 
 

A Stephen Minister sees people in all sorts of troubling times and difficulties. A divorce, death of a loved one, poor 
health or a financial crisis can make individuals seem all alone. These people need love and understanding, some-
one to physically be with and talk with. And they also need “Jesus Hugs”. Talk with a Stephen Minister and they can 
assist the Holy Spirit working within you. Let a Stephen Minister give you that “Jesus Hug”. Call someone on our 
leadership team. 



Lunch Bunch 
February 25 
12:00-1:00 

Fellowship Hall 

Please RSVP with Marsha Franklin, 423-884-2902. 

Thursday, February 20 

Church Calendar 
As the activities in our church increase our calendar 

often changes weekly. Members may now see an 
up to date calendar at our church website: 

tellicochurch.com/events 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FEBRUARY 3 
Church office, Sloan’s Hardware, United Community Bank, Village Salon 

http://www.tellicochurch.com/events


Box Tops for Education 
Cellphones 
Eyeglasses 
Hearing Aids 
Ink Cartridges 

Pill Bottles (ORANGE, clean, labels removed) 
Postage Stamps- canceled (leave 1/4” edge) 
Pull Tabs 
Toiletry Items (new/any size) 
Water Bottle Caps (clear, white, blue, green) 

Care and Share Ongoing Collections 

Helping Hands with Hygiene Program through the Family Resource Center for Loudon County Schools. New items include: 
body wash, bar soap, shampoo and conditioner (or combined), deodorant, toothbrush, toothpaste, bath scrubbies, skin lotion, 
hair styling products. 

Items may be dropped off at the wishing well located under the grand staircase. 

Wishing Well 

Thank you for continuing to donate items to our Wishing Well collections.  

As our ministry expands, we could use your help. Most items should be placed in one of the labeled baskets on the side of 
the Wishing Well.   

Two exceptions:   medicine bottles go in the basket to the right of the Wishing Well; 
    plastic caps and lids go into the plastic bin on the floor near the Wishing Well. 

Please sort your items and place them in the appropriate basket or bin. 

There are some 3x5 cards in a stand on the Wishing Well. On one side is a list of all of our collections and on the other side 
is a list of the acceptable items for the plastic cap and lid collection. Please take one home with you as a reminder of what 
is being collected.  

Thank you for continuing to Care & Share! 

 

Plastic Cap and Lid Collection  

This program was created by school children for school children to help them learn about 
caring for the earth and green living. The children collect, sort and weigh plastic caps and 
lids that are taken to a company in Indiana where they are made into outdoor benches for 
the schools.  

The Kiwanis Club, under the leadership of Kevin Meyer, is spearheading this project.  He hopes to get other clubs involved. 

It takes 200 pounds of plastic for each bench. The cost of $250 can be paid for by the school, a club, a church or a private 
donor.   

Highland Park Elementary and Philadelphia Elementary are currently participating in the program. 

If you have any questions, or would be willing to help with this project, please contact Kevin at 586-929-2333. 

Items that can be used are listed below. A card with the list on it will be available at the Wishing Well. You can take it home 
and use as a reference. Please be sure your items are clean and are on the list. 

 

ACCEPTABLE ITEMS 
Caps from: 
Applesauce pouches  Flip-top caps (ketchup) Shampoo Baby food Hair conditioner  
Spout caps (mustard) Deodorant  Hair spray  Spray paint Milk jug 
Toothpaste Drink bottles (soda, water, juice, sports drinks) 
Or any plastic cap with a recycle code of 2, 4 or 5 
 
Lids from: 
Butter containers  Cottage cheese containers Mayonnaise jars 
Coffee cans Cream cheese containers Peanut butter jars 
Cool Whip containers Ice cream bucket lids under 8” Pringles 
Or any plastic lid under 8” with a recycle code of 2, 4 or 5 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+free+wishing+well&view=detailv2&&id=D6FDC5EBA0AEF1952DF70B23B465D5D8AAB6DC69&selectedIndex=9&ccid=XyQlU8hF&simid=608043056412035757&thid=OIP.M5f242553c845c6b9e29936aed476a936H0


Dear Friends, 
Thank you for the beautiful prayer shawl. I recently read, if you stand by the river you will see a picture of 
yourself. If you have recently done an act of kindness there will be many ripples coming from all directions. 
The prayer shawl will be my comfort and my joy from kind and thoughtful friend. Many thanks, Love to All! 

Avis Oliver 
 

Ladies of the Prayer Shawl Ministry, 
I received one of your wonderful prayer shawls about a month ago. It has been a great comfort to me during my recent journey 
with cancer. Thank you for the beautiful message you sent with it and the blessings too. Marie Malcolm 
 

Dear Community Church ladies, 
Please forgive the long delay in sending this thank you to you for the beautiful and warm shawl. The shawl is much appreciated 
and worn often. Your gift is comforting and healing tome. Sincerely, Judy Anderson 
 

We humbly thank our church family for your outpouring of love, expressions of concern, cards, memorials and prayer support 
during this difficult time. Although we miss our Mary and shed our tears, she is in a much better place considering the prison 
that was her illness, and for that we are grateful; yes, even Joyful. Dave Twesme and family 
 

We want to thank the church members and caring committee for the beautiful flowers. Ron had been hospitalized in Florida 
with pneumonia and flu and I had bronchitis. We are on the mend and when we look at the beautiful flowers we know we have 
lots of people praying for our recovery! Thank you so much! Ron & Evon Souder 

Thank you 
~ From our Ministry Partnership Team ~ 

The members of the Ministry Partnership Team (MPT) express their sincere thanks to you, the congregation, for your support 
of the church’s mission efforts in 2019. Because of your generosity, you: 

 Contributed food, backpacks and thanksgiving dinners to families through the Good Samaritan Center and the Good 
Shepherd Center 

 Provided clothing for children through the Lenoir City and Loudon County Family Resource Centers 

 Provided Christmas gifts for the foster child program 

 Sent students to Young Life camp 

 Shared the good news (and cookies) with the Kairos Prison Ministry 

 Helped with rent, utilities and prescriptions through the Good Samaritan Center and the Salvation Army 

 Assisted military veterans through STAR and through Smoky Mountain Service Dogs 

 Assisted victims of domestic violence through Iva’s Place, Child Advocacy Center and Solomon Family Solutions 

 Built and reconstructed homes through Loudon County Habitat for Humanity 

 Provided college scholarships to area high school students 

 Provided warm clothing through the caps and mittens project 

 Served the homeless with meals through Knox Area Rescue Ministries (KARM) 

Hi Everyone! 
 

Again, a big THANK YOU goes out to all the volunteers that helped with the January Spaghetti Dinner. It was a great success. 
We served 196 people this January compared to last year's 156. Thanks again to all of you. 
 

A volunteer is sought to grill the chicken for the February Spaghetti Dinner on Thursday, February 20. Our normal grill master 
will be gone the month of February. If you love to BBQ and are willing to help, please contact me at 423-337-8894. 
 

You all are appreciated very much. Also, if you like to cook, I am looking for a volunteer to help with cooking meals for Lunch 
Bunch. If you are interested, please contact me at the number above. We would love to have you join this ministry. Thank you. 
Take care. 
 

Blessings. 
Nadine Mazienis, Your Krazy Kitchen Coordinator 

https://goodsamloudoncounty.org/
https://www.goodshepherdcenter.info/
https://www.goodshepherdcenter.info/
http://lc.younglife.org/
http://www.kairosoftennessee.org/
https://goodsamloudoncounty.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Nonprofit-Organization/The-Salvation-Army-of-Loudon-County-Tennessee-1955064751395154/
https://www.rideatstar.org/
http://www.smokymountainservicedogs.org/
http://www.kidsfirsttn.org/
https://solomonfamilysolutions.com/
http://loudoncountyhabitat.org/
https://karm.org/


Lay Communion Ministry 
Did You Know: In home communion 
is available after the 9:00 service 

weekly and after the 10:15 service on the 
first Sunday of the month. If you wish to  
volunteer or receive communion, please 
contact Mike Cottle at 865-297-6485 or 
mikec_bevc@msn.com  

Mary Twesme 
Mary & Wes McNeal 
Bob & Sue Brackenridge 
Marian Smith 
Brenda Bryan 
Jim & Charlene Barton 
Ann Sneden 
L.E. & Judy Williamson 
Bob Youngstead 
Dave & Lovina Halko 
Don & Donna Fraley 
Rosemary & Thomas Twesme 
Robert & Kim Twesme 
Tom & Linda Breen 
Elton & Mona Pierson 
Roger & Sandy VerVelde 
Robert & Kimberly Gullett 
Ted & Peggy Lethen 
Anne McNeer 
Marjorie Brooks 
Paul Kyker 
Betty Lepley 
Millie & Farrell Bruner 
Bob Nelson 
Paul & Joye Twesme 
Jim & Margaret Sonntag 
Jean Giffin 
Laura & Duncan Mitchell 
Robert Stelter 
Alice Masur 
Bonnie Ingraham 
Handbell Choir 
Betty Ann Sterner 

Jerry Campbell 
Dave & Lovina Halko 
Paul Kyker 
Ted & Peggy Lethen 

Don Daniels 
Dick & Carolyn Cross 
Sam & Phyllis Marcy 
Singleton Electric Co. 
Dick & Lorna Kolasheski 
Anne McNeer 
Brogan Financial 

Kirk Eidenmuller 
Fred & Elaine Bonney 

Brian Luers 
Pat & Don Luers 

Bill Neustel 
Sam & Phyllis Marcy 
Ted & Peggy Lethen 

Judy Stiles 
Sam & Phyllis Marcy 
Marian Smith 
Jim & Jan Elliott 
Bea & Dick Johnson 
Ted & Peggy Lethen 

Ken Muth 
Sally Muth 

Memorial Gifts Remembering... 

Have you Remembered the Church in Your Will? 
1. Want to put the church in your Will? We would like to 

meet with you to be sure you know your wishes and that 
you know about the procedures we have put in place for 
receiving a gift from your estate. 

2. Want to provide a special gift beyond the yearly pledge to 
provide a Legacy to the church’s mission while you are 
still alive so you can see the good work that it will do. 

There are three Funds set up so far: The Admiral Fund 
(undesignated), The Ministry Fund, and The Building Fund. 
We can work with you for any specific designation that you 
may have an interest in. Call Ted Newton at 865.458.9739. 

If you are over 70-1/2…DID YOU KNOW? 
Sometimes there are benefits of getting older. If 
you are over the age of 70 1/2, you can make a 
charitable contribution directly to CCTV from 
your IRA. This contribution counts toward your 
Required Minimum Distribution for the year and 
is not taxed. By doing this, you cannot itemize 
your contribution for income tax purposes (that 
would be double dipping). Contact your financial 
institution that has your IRA to get the appropri-
ate paperwork. 
Please remember your church in your will. Your 
investment in the future of our church will make 
a positive difference for God’s Kingdom on earth 
long after you have departed for Heaven. 

Medical Closet Ministry 

Our short term loan equipment is now located in 
the Burke office building and available to sign out. 
Walkers, wheelchairs, shower chairs and several 
other medical items are available. 

A Matter of Balance 

Our Congregational Care Team is having various health 
classes to offer to the congregation. It is a trial right 
now to see what kind of response we will get. The 
team met with Sheila Borders, who is the Family & 
Consumer Science rep in the UT extension office in 
Loudon. (Sheila has a PhD in Community Health and a 
Masters in Human Resource Development from UT.) 
Classes include various exercise classes and infor-
mation classes involving health. The first class starts 
March 4. The class will be free, open to all, but class-
room size is limited to 20. Light snacks will be served. 
It will be an 8 week class to be held on Wednesday 
mornings from 10:00 – 11:00 in the children’s room, 
lower level CLC. Please notify the church office if you 
would like to join this class. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+free+memorial+flowers&view=detailv2&&id=F93FDD4ED0AE2C9B67240682925A8D443579FE37&selectedIndex=7&ccid=DSruS6zZ&simid=608002116787110550&thid=OIP.M0d2aee4bacd91743c019314756dddde6H0


The Joy of Giving - Look at What You Did! 
 

Did you know how generous our church was in 2019?  Following are some highlights of last year: 
 

Offerings    $1,661,152 
Endowment Gifts (designated & undesignated)      101,150 
Debt Reduction above mortgage payments         60,820 
Donations for New Church Van         57,500 
Staff Christmas Gifts          16,145 
Ministry Partner/World Engagement Special Offerings: 
   Valentines - Child Advocacy Center         11,473 
   Easter - Partners in Ministry            6,465 
   Backpacks – Good Samaritan           9,247 
   Children’s – Lions Academy            5,497 
   Thanksgiving - Good Samaritan/Good Shepherd        17,752 
   Christmas – Habitat for Humanity         10,860 
   Disaster Assistance – Hurricane Relief           9,056 

 

THAT’S AN ASTOUNDING TOTAL OF  $1,967,117 

 
But that’s not all …… in addition to our monetary gifts 
there are many in the church who volunteer their time, 
both within the church and outside in our community. This 
month one of our faithful church volunteers is retiring 
after 25 years of service. Barbara Brunson has counted the 
Sunday collections and has trained many church counters. 
Thanks, Barbara for helping us account for all the gifts that 
have been given over the years. 
 

Through the generosity of our membership and friends we 
have truly made a difference in God’s Kingdom by being 
good stewards of the gifts God has bestowed upon us. As 
we continue to grow in spirit and in numbers, our church 
can make an even greater difference in 2020. 

Joanne Stewart, Marcia Higby, Barbara Brunson 

Finance Facts 
Year-to-Date as of December 31, 2019 

Income $ 1,967,872.21 
Expenses (incl. mortgage principal) $ 1,857,971.19 
Mortgage balance $ 2,964,554.33 
Endowment fund $    250,669.96 



Cancellations or postponements of church 

services or activities due to bad weather will 

be posted on our website. Always use your 

best judgment when venturing out in snow 

or ice. 

Council Chair Joe Tedesco 563.726.1954 joetedesco77@yahoo.com 

Council Vice Chair Shauna Oden 865.458.2905 shauna540@outlook.com 

Treasurer & Finance Team Leader Don Lucas 865.657.9726 donaldlucas8@gmail.com 

Corporate Secretary & Trustee Leader David Brunson 865.458.5643 dlbru2@msn.com 

Worship & Music Team Leader Ann Smith 865.384.9829 snana@charter.net 

Discipleship & Nurture Team Leader Bonnie Ingraham 865.333.2557 bonniesingraham@gmail.com 

Congregational Care Team Leader Lynne MacConnell 865.657.9988 lynneandlen443@gmail.com 

Ministry Partnership Team Leader Brock Benn 865.771.2097 bennfun@gmail.com 

Community/World Engagement Scott Duncan 860.966.3622 sduncan37774@gmail.com 

2020 Council Voting Members 

Joe Tedesco Shauna Oden David Brunson Ann Smith 

Lynne MacConnell Bonnie Ingraham Brock Benn Scott Duncan 

Don Lucas 

PASTORAL VISITS AND CARE 
If you are unable to attend worship but would like a 
visit from a pastor please let the church office know! 
We are happy to coordinate a pastoral visit and/or a 
visit with communion. Please call the main church 
number 865-458-1516 or send an email to Pat at: 

pao@tellicochurch.org. 

January New Members 
Linda Kozlowski 
Caroline Marney 

Dan & Wendy Payne 
Kenneth Santos 
Don & Ann Snell 

Gary & Irene Straz 

Jim Decker 
335 Hammond Dr., Apt. 515 
Sandy Springs, GA  30328 
gajbddld@gmail.com 
470-591-5776 

http://tellicochurch.com/


More About Our Church 

Spiritual Support 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Every Monday 7 p.m.,  
Women every Friday 11:30 a.m., lower CLC 

Al-Anon 
United Methodist Church—Loudon 
Every Tue. 7:00 
865.458.0755 

Alzheimer Caregivers Support Group 
1st Tuesday of month at 3 p.m., Puckett Building 

Caregiver’s Support Group 
2nd Tuesday of month at 1 p.m., Puckett Building 

Grief Support Group 
Bob Kryter or Marce Strickland - 865.458.8038  

Guy to Guy 
Chuck Hitch - 865.408.2531 

Hospitalization Support 
Call the church office - 865.458.1516 

Parkinson’s Support Group 

1st Thursday of month at 1:30 p.m., lower CLC 

Pastoral Counseling 
Pastor Steve Prevatte - 865.458.1516 

Prayer Chain 
Jan Elliott - 865.458.3604 or jjelliott1923@gmail 

Prayer Shawls—Knitters & Crocheters 
2nd Monday, 11 a.m., Puckett Building 
Jan Martin - 865.458.0755 

Stephen Ministry 
Jan - 865.458.3604 / Carolyn - 865.414.5559 

Women’s Cancer Support Group 
Last Wednesday of month at 9 a.m., Puckett Building,  
Sandy VerVelde - 865.458.0687 

Children Ministries 

Children’s Sunday School at 9:00 in Room 2A. 
Nursery Care is provided during the Sunday Services. 

General Information 

Worship Services each Sunday at 9:00 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 

Want to Explore Membership? Please call the church office for details if you are interested. You may inquire about membership 
and other spiritual matters.  

Tellico Joe Café serves fresh hot coffee and donuts to guests and church members. Café hours are 9:00 a.m. to noon on Sundays 
in the narthex café with additional seating in the fellowship hall. 

Televised services are available on YouTube. Find the link at www.tellicochurch.com.  

Find us on Facebook:  facebook.com/tellicochurch 

Staff emails 
Senior Pastor Steve Prevatte - steve@tellicochurch.org 
Pastor Devin Phillips - devin@tellicochurch.org 
Pastor John Orr - john@tellicochurch.org 
Pastor Jennifer Rutter - jennifer@tellicochurch.org 
Pastoral Resident Emily Collins - emily@tellicochurch.org 
Pastor Emeritus Rev. Martin C. Singley, III - marty.singley@gmail.com 
Office Manager Pat Ouderkirk - pao@tellicochurch.org  
Director of Media Ministries Mark Powell - mark@tellicochurch.org  
Accountant Sally McMahan - accounting@tellicochurch.org 
Receptionist Candy Smith - candy@tellcochurch.org  
Facilities Coordinator Jeff McDaniel - jmcdaniel@tellicochurch.org  
Kitchen Coordinator Nadine Mazienis - kitchen@tellicochurch.org  

130 Chota Center, Loudon, TN. 37774 
General email – mail@tellicochurch.org  
Website – tellicochurch.com  
Facebook – facebook.com/tellicochurch 
Phone – 865.458.1516  

Please help us stay current! 
If you have changed your address, phone number, or 
email address and have not yet notified the church 
office, we request that you do so. Thank You! 

Did You Know: Bus transportation is available for the 
10:15 service from anywhere in the village. If you wish 
to ride the bus, please call the church office by Friday of 
the week you wish to use the transportation. 

Office Hours 
Monday thru Friday 9:00-4:00 

http://www.facebook.com/tellicochurch

